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BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

The property at Ardoch, Blackhill, comprises the upstanding remains of 
parts of two Roman temporary camps of the early 3rd century AD.  

The monuments at Blackhill are part of an important and extensive 
complex of Roman military sites centred around the impressively preserved 
earthwork remains of the fort at Ardoch. 

CHARACTER OF THE MONUMENT 

Historical overview 

Sites probably constructed during the re-conquest of Scotland between 
AD208/9 – 212 by the Emperor Septimius Severus.  

Roman conquests in Scotland abandoned by the Emperor Caracalla 
following the death of his father, Septimius Severus, in York on 4 February 
AD 211. 

Located 0.5m north of the fort at Ardoch, camp was probably part of the 
same estate, in the ownership of the Stirlings of Ardoch in the 18th century. 
There appear to have been familial connections to Caribbean slavery. Sir 
William Stirling (d.1799) received profits generated by the labour of 
enslaved people. He was committed in the 1790s to preserving the fort at 
Ardoch, and there may have been some tangential impact on the Blackhill 
camp.1

1 For more on this topic see Surveying and Analysing Connections between Properties in 
Care and the British Empire, c.1600–1997  

 

Brought into State ownership in 1984 

Archaeological overview 

1970 Aerial photographic survey and limited excavation by J.K. St Joseph. 

1977 Excavation by W.S. Hanson to test date of construction of two camps. 

The sites have been excavated by test trenches to analyse the construction 
sequence and have the potential to provide more evidence on the form 
and function of Roman temporary camps of the 3rd century AD. 

Artistic/architectural overview 

Two camps have been identified, one 130 acres, the other 63 acres. The 63 
acre camp preceded the larger camp. On construction of the larger camp, 
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a section of the rampart of the 63 acre camp was slighted and the ditch 
backfilled in order to provide a road across the larger camp. This is the only 
location anywhere in the Roman Empire where such an arrangement can 
be seen. 

There are traces of a stretch of rampart and ditch of the 130 acre camp 
parallel to the west boundary of the property. A short stretch of the 
rampart and ditch of the 63 acre camp survives to the north-west of the 
Comrie road junction. The rest of the site is visible only as cropmarks. 

Both camps would have been rectangular in form enclosed by an 
earthwork rampart and v-shaped ditch. Access to the camp was provided 
by a form of entrance, known in Latin as titulum, which was a length of 
earth bank and ditch (the same length as the gap in the enclosing camp 
rampart) placed in front of the main entrance of the camp. The entrances 
were placed usually on all sides, but on the larger camp two sets of 
entrances have been placed on the longer east and west sides of the camp. 

Roman temporary camps survive as upstanding monuments only in Britain. 
In Scotland the evidence for temporary camps can be directly related to 
the historical evidence of Roman military campaigns. 

Social overview 

Not yet assessed. 

Spiritual overview 

The site does not currently fulfil a spiritual role. 

Aesthetic overview 

The property is contained within a field of heather and bracken. 

What are the major gaps in understanding of the property? 

Precise date of duration of monument is unknown. 

ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Key points 

• Unique evidence of construction activity. 
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• Relatively well-preserved remains of temporary camps. 

• Forms part of sites associated with last Roman invasion of Scotland. 

• Part of important complex of Roman military sites of Ardoch. 

ASSOCIATED PROPERTIES 

Ardoch, Craigarnhall, Innerpeffray, Forteviot, Edenwood, Kinnell, Scone, 
Cardean, Balmakewan, Kair House 

KEY WORDS 

Roman; temporary camps; Septimus Severus; Ardoch 
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