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RUTHVEN BARRACKS

Timeline
1229 First record of a
castle on this site
1459 Castle rebuilt on
grander scale
1689 Castle badly
damaged by Jacobite
forces under Viscount
Dundee
1715 Jacobite Rising
1719-21 British army
infantry barracks built on
site of castle
1734 Stable block added
August 1745 Jacobites
attempt to capture
barracks; repulsed by
British army
February 1746 Jacobites
attack barracks again;
garrison surrenders;
barracks set on fire by
Jacobites
April 1746 Defeated
Jacobites assemble
here after Culloden
and receive orders to
disperse
After 1746 Barracks fall
into ruin

The ruined barracks at Ruthven
just outside Kingussie is a dramatic
sight for passing travellers. It’s an
exciting place to bring pupils who
are investigating the events of the
Jacobite rising of 1746, and inspires
and motivates learning.

Historical background
It is a surprise to learn that the grassy
mound on which the ruins of Ruthven
Barracks are perched is largely natural
– a relic of the retreating glaciers at
the end of the ice age. The obvious
defensive advantages of the mound
had been recognised since early times,
though it is not until 1229 that the
first castle is recorded on this site.
In the 14th-century this castle was
the haunt of the son of Robert II,
Alexander Stewart, the infamous ‘wolf of
Badenoch’.
During the first Jacobite Rising of 1689,
the castle was garrisoned by troops
loyal to the new monarchs, William and
Mary. Jacobites under Viscount Dundee
besieged the garrison and when they
left, Dundee’s troops torched the castle,
which burnt to the ground.
Following the Jacobite Rising of
1715, the British government took
steps to fortify Scotland in the hope
of suppressing any further rebellion.
A network of military roads was
constructed which linked military forts
and garrisons placed at strategic points.
One of these was at Ruthven.
The new barracks was designed to
house 120 infantry (foot) soldiers with
their commanding officers. Two blocks
of living quarters flanked a small parade
ground used for drilling. Senior officers
had private quarters; ordinary soldiers
had to share – ten to a room and two
to a bed. In 1734 an additional stable
block was added after the completion

of three new military roads which
met at Ruthven. Guards on horseback
(dragoons) patrolled these roads.
In August 1746 as Prince Charles’
Jacobite army was sweeping south,
most of the soldiers stationed at
Ruthven headed north to join the rest
of the government army under General
Cope. Ruthven was left in the charge
of Sergeant Molloy and 14 men. The
Jacobites were eager to take such a
strategically important site, but Molloy’s
men managed to fight off the 200
attackers, chiefly because the Jacobites
did not have any cannon.
The following February, however,
the Jacobites returned to Ruthven in
increased numbers and with cannon.
The garrison was forced to surrender,
but were allowed to march free. Food
and bedding was taken and then Prince
Charles ordered the barracks to be
burnt down.
Ruthven played one final role in the
story of the Jacobites two months later.
The day after the battle of Culloden,
surviving Jacobites gathered at the
ruined barracks. It was here that they
received their orders to ‘seek their own
safety’; Prince Charles was already on
the run.
Perhaps surprisingly, considering its
strategic importance, Ruthven was
never rebuilt after the ’45. The ruins we
see today are more or less what was left
after the fire lit by the Jacobites in 1746
smouldered and went out.

The entrance and guardhouse
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Before the visit
Supporting learning
and teaching
The Curriculum for
Excellence
A visit to Ruthven Barracks
is particularly appropriate
for teachers working on
a study of the Jacobite
risings and their aftermath
with their class. This pack
focuses on this aspect of
Ruthven’s history, with
particular reference to the
events of 1745-6.
A visit and use of the
supporting materials will
help to:
develop successful
learners by challenging
pupils to consider how life
has changed for people.
It will help them to think
critically about evidence
and arrive at their own
conclusions.
develop confident
individuals. Pupils wilI
learn about aspects of
their community’s past,
develop an understanding
of social changes, establish
some of their own values
and communicate their
views on different historical
and social issues.
develop responsible
citizens by helping to
encourage greater respect
for their own historic and
built environment.
develop effective
contributors by
broadening pupils’
knowledge and
understanding through
investigative, creative and
critical thinking.
Most of the activities are
suitable for pupils in P4-7.

• Look at photographs of Ruthven in
advance – see www.scran.ac.uk or
www.historicscotlandimages.gov.
uk or www.undiscoveredscotland.
co.uk. Help pupils to formulate their
own research questions to investigate
on site so that they arrive with a clear
sense of mission. If possible involve
them in the booking procedure.
• Help pupils gain a clearer grasp of the
time scale by making a time line with
them, counting back the centuries
and then marking on key events in
the history of the barracks and the
surrounding area. This could be added
to after the visit.
• Make sure that pupils have a grasp
of the key elements of the Jacobite
Rising of 1745 before they come:
who the Jacobites were, what they
wanted; the story of their advance
into and retreat from England; the
story of the response of the British
army to this advance and retreat; how
the Highlanders lived at the time;
the outcome of Culloden and its
aftermath.
• It is useful if pupils have a good
understanding of these terms before
their visit: Jacobite, ‘redcoat’, barracks,
artillery, musket, surrender, officer,
dragoon, garrison, company, infantry

• Help pupils locate Ruthven Barracks
on a modern map. Help them find
and mark Fort George, Inverness, Fort
William and Fort Augustus. Look at
the roads which connect these places
- all important military centres in
the 18th century. Compare this with
contemporary maps of the area which
show the network of military roads
constructed in the wake of Jacobite
risings of 1715 and 1745. Help pupils
to see that our modern day road
network is closely based on these
roads The SCRAN database is a good
source of maps – www.scran.ac.uk.
The famous ‘Roy’ map of 1747-55
clearly shows the barracks just west of
the settlement of Ruthven, and can be
viewed on www.nls.uk/maps/roy/.
• One way to animate a historic site
for pupils is for them to research
and prepare short drama sketches
to perform (and perhaps video?)
on site. Suitable incidents might be
Sergeant Molloy’s defence of the
barracks against the Jacobites in
1745, or his defeat by them in 1746.
There are good accounts of both of
these incidents in Christopher Duffy’s
excellent book The ’45. In school,
pupils could identify roles, draft a
story, write script, prepare simple
costumes. This could then be reenacted on site.

• Help pupils begin to form research
questions about army life in the 18th
century. Help them to shape questions
to which they can seek answers on
their site visit (e.g. what kind of person
joined the British army, how did
they live, what did they do, what did
they wear etc). Try and counter the
prevailing impression that the British
army was entirely formed of English
toffs; many of the redcoat soldiers
during and after the Jacobite rising
were Scottish.
HISTORIC SCOTLAND education

3

RUTHVEN BARRACKS

Working on site

Suggestions for follow-up work

When exploring the barracks, in
addition to our suggestions for
discussion, pupils should be encouraged
to look critically at what they see and
to make and test theories based on
physical evidence. Some general starting
points could include:

Following the visit pupils can pool their
findings in groups to create a fuller
record of the barracks and the lives of
the people who lived and worked there.
This could form the basis for a range of
presentation activities, for example:

• Ruthven is quite unusual in Scotland
in that the building has hardly been
altered from when it was first built –
although of course it is now ruinous.
Discuss how wind and weather can
affect the look of a building as well as
the deliberate changes that people
choose to make to buildings.
• What materials were used to build the
barracks? Why were these materials
chosen? Remember that the barracks
were burnt – what materials might
have once been there?

• A guide book or promotional leaflet
for future visitors
• A slide show with commentary of
their visit
• Imaginative writing based on the lives
of the inhabitants of the barracks
• A series of drama sketches showing
different snapshots of life in the
barracks through the ages

• What evidence is there for everyday
life?
Pupils can record evidence by taking
notes, sketching, taking photographs,
recording impressions.
On the Historic Scotland website
teachers can find additional resources
to help with work on site. These include
compiling an Evidence Record. See
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk.

Corner of the stable block
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Plan of Ruthven barracks
On the trail of the
redcoats at Ruthven
Our suggested tour route
focuses on everyday life in
Ruthven in the 1740s, when it
was used as a barracks by the
British ‘redcoat’ army. It takes in
7 key locations:

7

1. Outside the barracks
2. The parade ground
3. South barracks block

5

4. The guardhouse and officers’
quarters

6

5. Bakehouse and brewhouse
6. The well and latrines
7. The stables
It is not essential to view these
locations in this order. Ideally,
split your class into groups
of 8-10, to allow maximum
participation.

3

2

Background information is given
in the pack for each location.
It is written in simple language
so that it can be read aloud to
pupils if desired. Also included
are suggested questions for
discussion.

Entrance

Because the barracks is so well
preserved, it lends itself easily to
role play, particularly for younger
groups. Suggestions for role play
have been included in a Join the
Redcoats! section for some of
the locations, featured in red.
One way to manage this type
of activity is to give out the
roles, allow a few minutes for
practising and then on a given
signal allow the action to take
place for a minute or two, until
you give the signal to stop.
An optional Final Activity focuses
on the Jacobite attacks on the
barracks and encourages pupils
to re-enact these.

1

4

Path

Road
Car park
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Did you know…
The Jacobites were
supporters of King James VII
and II, who was forced off
the throne in 1689 to live
abroad. They were called
Jacobites after the Latin
word for James – Jacobus.
The Jacobites wanted to
restore King James’s family
– the Stuarts - to the throne
of Britain again. Prince
Charles was King James’s
grandson.

Tour Notes: On the trail of the
redcoats of Ruthven
Location 1: Outside the barracks
Stand just inside the wooden gate at the bottom of the hill before you go up the
path to the barracks
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• This is Ruthven Barracks. Who can remind us what a barracks is? (a base for
soldiers). About 250 years ago in the 1740s this was a base for two companies
of soldiers in the British army. There were 60 soldiers in each company. These
soldiers were sometimes called ‘redcoats’ because they wore bright red tunics.
• The British government at this time were worried that a group of people called
the Jacobites might try and take control of Scotland. They built military bases
across Scotland to try and stop them. They built roads between these bases
so that troops could march quickly from one base to another if there was an
emergency.
• In 1745 the government’s worst nightmares came true. Charles Edward Stuart –
also known as Bonnie Prince Charlie - landed on the west coast of Scotland. Very
quickly he gathered an army of Jacobite supporters and started marching south –
using the new military roads. Ruthven barracks was on high alert!
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil response

What makes this a good place for a
barracks?

Easy to defend – on a little hill.

The barracks are ruined now. What do
you think they might have looked like
when they were in use?

Buildings had roofs.

Can see a long way in all directions.

Walls would have been complete rather
than falling down.
Glass in the windows on the tower to
the right.

Inside the barracks we can see a picture
of what it used to look like. We can
check our ideas.

Smoke coming out of chimneys.

On the highest wall of the barracks, you
can see 3 rows of little square holes.
What do you think these were used for?

Musket holes for firing through.

Soldiers patrolling on the walls.

The guns they used were called muskets.
Can you see any more places where
muskets might have been placed?

Either side of the entrance gate.

Can you see any windows on the outside
walls?

Not many. Some visible on tower to the
right.

Why do you think there aren’t many?

Windows would make the wall weaker
and easier to attack.
HISTORIC SCOTLAND education
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If you were going to attack the barracks,
how would you do it?

Pupils’ own ideas. Could include:
Sneaking up in the dark and taking the
guards by surprise.
Firing cannon from the high ground to
the south of the barracks.
Surrounding the barracks so that no
food or supplies could come in and out
– a siege.

Join the redcoats!
Let’s imagine that we are a group of redcoat soldiers marching up to the barracks
for the first time. We’ve never been here before. What are your first impressions of
the barracks? We’re going to march closer and then I’m going to ask some of you
what you are thinking. Are you ready? Quick, march!
Walk up the hill and go through the gate to stand in the middle of the courtyard.
Look for an interpretive panel which shows a picture of what the barracks used to
look like.

Ruthven barracks today
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Location 2: The parade ground
Did you know…
The redcoats – and the
Jacobites – used a type of
gun called a musket. Its
official name was a Land
Pattern Musket – but
everyone called it the
Brown Bess. It was more
than 1.5 m long – probably
about the same height as
most of you! It weighed
about 7 kg.

Parade ground

Gate with musket loops to
right

Cross the parade ground and stand by the information panel showing drawing
of the barracks.
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• We’re now inside the barracks. Let’s look at the picture on the information panel,
to give us an idea of what the barracks used to look like. What has changed?
What’s still the same?
• This central space was where the soldiers would gather to hear announcements
and to practise their military skills. This was known as drilling. Their drill would
have included getting in line, marching, and practising with their muskets. They
also practised attaching long metal blades to the end of the muskets. These
blades were called bayonets.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

There are two big buildings to the left
and right of where we are now .What do
you think these were used for?

This was where the soldiers actually
lived.

Each of these blocks was home to a
company of 60 men.
The picture shows that there was a
stone walkway for the soldiers to patrol
the walls. Can you see any signs of this
walkway today?

No real signs visible.

How would the soldiers have got up to
the walkway?

Drawing shows stone steps leading up
at sides.

Look around you for the remains of
some stone steps leading up to the
walkway.

Big stone pile just behind information
panel.

Look at the musket holes in the walls
either side of the gate. How easy would
it have been to shoot through these
holes?

Quite difficult as the holes are very high.

How do you think the soldiers could
reach?

Signs of where there used to be some
kind of platform which they must have
stood on here.
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Join the redcoats!
Let’s imagine that we are drilling some of the activities. Some of you are practising
marching, stopping, and turning altogether. Some of you are practising getting to
the musket loops ready to fire. Some of you are patrolling and keeping an eye out
for any attackers. Divide into three groups, and spend a few minutes deciding what
you are going to do. When I give the signal, start your drill! And no hanging about!
Go into the South Barrack Block (the one on the left as you enter the parade
ground). Go down three little wooden steps and stop at the bottom.

Ruthven Barracks under attack from the Jacobites (artist’s impression)
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Location 3: South barrack block
Did you know…
The soldiers had to share
beds! It was probably a good
way of keeping warm. But
the officers got a bed to
themselves!

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• We are now standing in the stairway in the middle of the barracks blocks. Look up.
Can you see the lines where the steps used to be?
Turn left through a low door.
• This was where the redcoat soldiers lived. 30 men lived in this half of the block,
and another 30 lived on the other side of the stairway. Another 60 lived in the
block on the other side of the parade ground, which was exactly the same.
• When they were stationed here, this was where the soldiers lived, relaxed,
chatted, cooked, looked after their equipment and did their washing. You can see
them on the picture here.

Entrance to south barracks

• Supplies of food were stored in the basements, where we’re standing now. In the
old days we would have been surrounded by meat, oatmeal for making bread and
a special kind of hard, thin biscuit which could be stored for a long time. There
would also have been malt for making beer.
• Soldiers would have to wash and look after their own uniforms. They wore
woollen breeches and socks, with long canvas gaiters. On his top half the soldier
wore a shirt and long waistoat, and over everything a long red woollen overcoat.
Ordinary soldiers wore black hats with three corners.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

There used to be wooden floors here,
but they were burnt down long ago. Can
you see where they used to be?

View up showing fireplaces

How many floors were there?

3 floors.

If there were 30 men in this block, and
3 rooms, how many men lived in each
room?

10 men per room.

They were given rations of food every
day – but they had to cook it themselves.
Can you see where they would cook the
food?

Fireplaces visible on each floor.

Do you think the door we came into
this room by was the main door to the
barracks in the old days?

No, it’s very low. It was the entrance to
the cellars.

If not, can you see where the soldiers did
come into their rooms?

Much bigger doorway visible to on the
wall on the left.

Can you see where the soldiers
would have fired their muskets in an
emergency?

Musket holes visible on outer wall.
They could have fired their muskets
from their beds!
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Join the redcoats!
Imagine you are a redcoat soldier. You’ve been out all day patrolling the hills and
villages. Now you’re back in the barracks. Some of you are cooking, others are
eating, some are stoking the fire. Some people are repairing their uniforms and
equipment. Maybe some of you had action-packed days – others didn’t do much.
Are you missing your families here? Tell your neighbours about your day.
Leave this barracks block. Cross the parade ground and go over to explore the
small tower area just to the right of the other barracks block.

The barrack room in use
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Location 4: The guardhouse and officers’ quarters
Did you know…
Discipline was very strict
in the army. Soldiers could
be locked up for doing
something wrong or made
to do extra duties. In the
worst cases, a soldier could
be flogged, using a whip
called a ‘cat o’ nine tails’.

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• The men in charge of the soldiers were called officers. They did not sleep in the
barracks with the rest of the men, but had their own living quarters here in this
tower. There is another tower like it diagonally opposite – two towers because
there were two companies of soldiers here. We’ll go there soon.
• This was perhaps where Sergeant Molloy was living in 1745. He was an Irishman in
charge of the garrison when the Jacobites attacked on 29th August. He and about
12 men managed to defend the barracks against a group of about 200 Jacobites.
One man was killed when he held his head too high over the wall. Sergeant
Molloy described him as ‘foolish’! He would probably have been punished if
he’d survived.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

This room used to have three floors,
like the barracks block. Look for marks
showing where the floors used to be.

Clearly visible.

Can you read the labels on the walls to
find out what each floor was used for?

Below ground – prison cell.
Ground floor – guardhouse.
First floor – officers’ accommodation.

Who do you think would kept in the
prison cell?

The prison could be used for holding
any local men suspected of being
Jacobites – or it might have been used if
any of the soldiers misbehaved.

Can you see any signs of doors or
windows in the cell?

No signs of doors or windows.

How would the prisoners have got into
the cell?

Might have been a trap door through
the floor.

Prison cell and guardhouse

Join the redcoats!

Tower and guardhouse from
the outside

In groups of three, pretend that one of you is a soldier who has done something
wrong. One of you is an officer who is complaining about the man, and the other is
Sergeant Molloy, who is going to decide on the punishment. Act out the scene.
Do you think the soldier has learnt his lesson?
Cross the parade ground diagonally, and go into the other tower in the far corner.
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Location 5: The brewhouse and bakehouse
Did you know...

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.

Every day each man was
allowed the following
rations of food:

• This was another tower which was used for several different purposes. Look at the
labels and spot what these rooms were used for (ground floor – brewhouse and
bakehouse; first floor – officer’s room)

• 400g of bread – about
the size of a small loaf of
bread today

• The ground floor was where bread and beer was made for the soldiers.

• 600g of meat – that’s
about the weight of six
sausages, but it included
the weight of any bones or
gristly bits
• 1 litre of beer

• The commanding officer lived on the first floor – which must have been nice and
warm when the oven was on!
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

Look for the remains of a roundish stone
thing, a bit like a stone cupboard. What
do you think this was used for?

It was the oven for baking bread.

How do you think it was heated up?

Wood or other fuel was burnt in the
bottom section. There might have been
some kind of shelf above it where bread
was put to bake.
Yes, you can see chimneys heading up.

There was probably a door to the oven
like a pizza oven today.
Can you see any signs of other
chimneys?
Look around. Can you see how the
officer would have got into his rooms?

Doorway above entrance. He would
probably have entered his room from
the walkway.

Leave the tower and stand close to the information panel again.

Oven in the bakehouse

Entrance to the officers’
rooms
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Location 6: Well and latrines
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• Look around. Can you find where the soldiers used to get their water? (site of well
to right of gate) This was the water supply from the old castle which was here
before the barracks were built.

Well and latrines

Teacher prompt

Desired pupil response

Why was it important that they had a
water supply inside the barracks?

In case they were surrounded.

What things would they need this water
for?

Drinking, cooking, washing, cleaning.

• Next to the well are the soldiers latrines, or toilets.Ruthven Barracks was seen as
being very modern, because it had separate toilets or latrines for the soldiers and
the officers. These ones here are the toilets for the soldiers.
Teacher prompt

Desired pupil response

Can you see any signs of drains?

Nothing visible.

There was probably a wooden seat or
bench over a pit which was emptied out
every now and again. It must have been
pretty smelly!
Look for the line where the bench used
to be.
Do you think there were doors here, or
were they just open?

You can see what might be the marks
where bolts used to be.

Join the redcoats!
Imagine you’ve been out all day on patrol and you are cold and wet. You really need
to warm up. Act out getting water from the well, heating it over the fire, and having
a wash. Remember, you can’t splash about too much if you’re washing inside, and if
you’re outside, it could be pretty cold! Other soldiers are trying to cook their dinner
at the same time, so lots of people are wanting to use the fire.
Go out of the back gate and cross over to the stable block.
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Location 7: The stables
Did you know…

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.

A soldier on horseback is
called a dragoon!

• The soldiers who were based at Ruthven were infantry men, or foot soldiers. This
meant that they travelled everywhere on foot – like most people at this time. But
in 1734 a stable block was added at Ruthven for 28 horses.
• Teams of soldiers on horseback, called dragoons, could come and stay here. They
provided added protection for the soldiers here and if they were out patrolling
the roads. They also protected any deliveries of supplies or baggage to the
barracks.

West end of the stable block

Inside the stable block

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

The building was divided into two main
stable areas for the horses.

14 horses per stable.

How many horses were there in each
stable? Look and see how much space
they each had.

7 each side – roughly 1 horse per
musket loop!

The stables had an upstairs. What do
you think was kept in here?

Hay for the horses.

Can you see where the upstairs floor
used to be?

Clearly visible.

How would you get up there

Remains of stone staircase outside
between the two stable rooms.

Can you find another room where they
would have kept the saddles and bridles
and other equipment for the horses?

At the back of each stable block.

This room was called the ‘tack room’.
Do you think the stable block was
defended at all?

Yes – you can see musket loops in the
walls.

Why?

Horses were valuable!

Imagine you are in here with the horses.
What would it feel like?

Warm, dark.

What could you hear?

The sounds of the horses eating or
whinnying; the sounds of jingling
bridles around the horses’ necks.

What could you smell?

The smell of the horses, hay, maybe the
leather of the saddles.

Join the redcoats!
Imagine you have been out all day patrolling with your horse. Get off your horse, and
bring him inside the stables. He will need a bucket of water to drink, and some hay.
You’ll need to take off his saddle and then give him a good brushing down.
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Final activity 1: Jacobite attack!
When everyone has had a look around the barracks, you may wish to get everyone
back together beside the information panel in the parade ground for one or both of
these final activities.
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
The door which the Jacobites
attacked

• In August 1745 Ruthven was attacked by a big group of about 200 Jacobites.
Their leader was an Irishman called John William O’Sullivan. They had no cannon,
so their plan was to fill a wooden barrel with explosives, place it by the back
entrance to the barracks and set it on fire. Then while everyone in the barracks
was busy dealing with this, they planned to climb over the walls at the other end
of the courtyard with a ladder.
• But it all went wrong…The Jacobites struggled to place the burning barrel in
the right place and one of their men died. Meanwhile the men with the ladder
had great difficulties in carrying it up the steep slope on the other side. The 12
redcoats kept up an attack of musket fire and the Jacobites ended up abandoning
their attack, and left, with two dead and three wounded.

Join the redcoats!
Imagine that some of you are Jacobites who are about to attack. One of you could
be O’Sullivan. Decide what each of you is going to do.
Others are the defending redcoats. One of you could be Sergeant Molloy. Organise
lookouts and practise getting into position quickly. When the Jacobites attack, make
sure everyone knows what to do. When it’s clear that the redcoats have won, give
three cheers for King George II!
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This is part of the report of the attack which Sergeant Molloy wrote to his
commander, General John Cope. It may be of interest for classroom work later.

"HONOURED GENERAL, -- This goes to acquaint you that yesterday
there appeared in the little town of Ruthven above 300 men of the enemy,
and sent proposals to me to surrender …, upon condition that I should have
liberty to carry off bag and baggage. My answer was, 'That I was too old
a soldier to surrender a garrison of such strength without bloody noses.' They
threatened hanging me and my men for refusal; I told them I would take my
chance.
This morning they attacked me about twelve o'clock (by my information)
with about 150 men. They attacked 'fore-gate' and 'sally-port,' and
attempted to set 'sally-port' on fire with some old barrels and other
combustibles, which took place immediately; but the attempter lost his life by
it. They drew off about half an hour after three.
About two hours after, they sent to me that two of their chiefs wanted to
talk to me. I admitted, and spoke to them from the parapet. They offered
conditions -- I refused; they desired liberty to carry off their dead men -- I
granted. There are two men since dead of their wounds in town, and three
more they took with them, as I am informed.
They went off westward about eight o'clock this morning… but came back
at nightfall. They took all the provisions the poor inhabitants had in the
town, and Mrs Macpherson, the barrack-wife, and a merchant of the town,
…. told me that there were 3000 men all lodged in the corn-fields west of
the town last night, and their grand camp is at Dalahinny…
I lost one man, shot through the head, by foolishly holding his head too high
over the parapet. I expect another visit this night… but I shall give them
the warmest reception my weak party can afford. I shall hold out as long as
possible.
"I conclude, honourable General, with great respect, your most humble
servant, MOLLOY, Sergeant."
30th August 1745
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Final activity 2: The garrison surrenders
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• In February 1746 the Jacobites came back. They were determined that this time
they were going to win Ruthven Barracks. They set up their cannon roughly where
the carpark is now, and attacked the barracks. They fired three times and made
three holes in the barrack walls .
• The barracks were not designed to stand up to cannon balls. Sergeant Molloy
and his garrison surrendered and were allowed to go free. Prince Charles and his
men raided the barracks and took the bedding from the barrack rooms and the
oatmeal and malt from the store rooms. The next day they set fire to the barracks
and then to the stables. This was when the floors, ceilings, stairs and roofs were all
burnt down.
Teacher prompt

Desired pupil response

It was recorded that the cannons made
three holes in the walls of Ruthven but
we don’t know exactly where. Have a
look and see if you can work out any
theories where they might have gone.

Pupils’ own responses.

Why do you think the redcoats
surrendered this time?

Pupils’ own responses.

Why do you think the Jacobites set fire
to the barracks?

They didn’t want the redcoats to
be able to use it again.

• The Jacobites were defeated at the Battle of Culloden not long after this, in
April 1746 by the British army of redcoats under the king’s son, the Duke of
Cumberland. Many Jacobites were killed, but about 3, 000 survivors managed to
gather here at Ruthven the day after the battle. Many of them wanted to carry on
fighting, but Prince Charles had given up and was far away. He sent a message to
the Jacobites at Ruthven which thanked them and told everyone to ‘see to their
own safety’.
• The barracks were never used as barracks again.
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Common Queries
Q What is the minimum
number of adults required
for supervision?
A 1 adult to 10 pupils
Q Is it possible to have a
guided tour?
A As the site is unstaffed this
is not possible.
Q Is there disabled access?
A Ruthven is accessed via a
steep slope which may be
difficult for wheelchair users.
Q Are there lunch facilities?
A Pupils can picnic outside or
in poor weather can shelter in
the barracks.
Q Where are the toilets?
A There are no toilets on site
– please go before you get to
the barracks!

Visiting Ruthven Barracks
Pre visits: We strongly recommend that
teachers make a free visit to the barracks
to familiarise themselves with the site and
to make a risk assessment before bringing
school parties.
Booking a visit: Phone 0131 668 8793 to
book a visit and discuss your needs with
the Education Unit. The barracks is open at
all times.
Cost: Admission is free to a range of
educational groups including school
parties. More information about who
qualifies for free visits can be found on the
Historic Scotland Education Unit website
(see below).

Chris Tabraham and Doreen Grove,
Fortress Scotland and the Jacobites Batsford
1995.
A useful and very readable book exploring
the roads, forts and barracks built in
response to the risings.

Location: 1m from Kingussie on the B970

Christopher Duffy, The ’45, Phoenix 2007.
An outstanding and very readable account
of the events of 1745 and 1746. A good
couple of pages about the Jacobite attacks
on Ruthven.

Parking: There is a car park on the south
side of the road opposite the barracks.
There is a short , steep walk up a rough
track to reach the barracks.
Health and safety: Please note the
following:

A Risk assessment of the
site is the responsibility of
the teacher in charge of the
group. Hazard information
sheets available on the
Historic Scotland website
provide information that can
help teachers prepare their
risk assessments.

As part of our commitment to Green
Tourism, we ask that all litter be disposed
of back at school.
Historic Scotland Education Unit:
For further information about school
visits, activities and resources for teachers
linked to Ruthven Barracks, visit:
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk

For pupils
Terry Deary, Horrible Histories: Bloody
Scotland, Scholastic 1998. Scoular
Anderson, 1745 and all that, Birlinn 2001.
Both of the above are popular with pupils,
provocative and surprisingly informative.

Pupils should be supervised at all times.
The slopes of the hill on which the
barracks are situated are very steep.

A There is no shop or
any other facilities
at RuthvenVisiting

For teachers
Historic Scotland Education, Investigating
the Jacobites in Scotland, Historic Scotland
2009. A booklet designed for teachers
with lots of background on the Jacobite
risings and sites associated with them,
with suggestions for class activities.

Q Do you carry out risk
assessments on behalf of
schools?

Q Is there a shop?

Additional resources

Antony Kamm, The Jacobites, HMSO/NMS
1995. A straightforward and colourful
guide to the Jacobite risings and their
background.
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