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AN TAIGH-DUBH, ÀRNOL 

Dè th’ ann an taigh-dubh? 

’S e seann thaigh traidiseanta a bha uair gu math cumanta anns na h-eileanan an iar. B’ e toglaichean fada is caol a bh’ annta le 
ballaichean tiugha gun uinneagan no similearan. Anns na seann làithean, bhiodh an taigh-dubh a’ cumail teaghlaich aig aon 
taobh, is beathaichean aig taobh eile anns a’ bhàthaich. Ach bhiodh a h-uile duine a’ fuireach anns an aon thaigh. Bha seo glic 
oir bhiodh teas bho na beathaichean a cuideachadh gus an teaghlach a chumail blàth cuideachd. 

Dè bha na taighean-dubha air a dhèanamh a-mach às? 

Thèid lorg air na stuthan a bha air a chleachdadh airson nan taighean a thogail gu h-ionadail. Chaidh na ballaichean a thogail le 
clachan a bha air a chumail ri chèile le mortair làn pholl. Bha criadh agus poll cuideachd air mullach nam ballaichean. Chleachd 
iad fodh airson structar a chur air a’ mhullach a bha air a chòtachadh le tughadh. Fhad is a bha craobhan gu math gann anns na 
h-eileanan an iar, bhiodh teaghlaichean a’ cleachdadh fodh na cladaich. 

Bha iad a’ cleachdadh lusan mar fhraoich, connlach, agus feamainn airson an tughaidh, agus airson ròpan a bha a’ cumail an 
tughadh stòlda air a’ mhullach. Bha clachan air a chleachdadh airson cuideam a chumail sìos air na ròpan, agus airson dìon a 
chuir an aghaidh droch shìde. Bha teine-mòine ga chumail teth far an robh an teaghlach na chadal, agus far an dèan iad còcaire-
achd. Eìrich an toit suas is gheibh e a-mach tro tholl sa mhullach. 

The Engine Shed 
An-diugh, chan eil feum air taighean-dubha mar àiteachan còmhnaidh, is tha cuid as motha dhiubh air an tuiteam, no air a dhol 
am falach. Is urrainn dhuibh a’ tadhail air an taigh-dubh ann an Àrnol, is chì sibh aon de na taighean-dubha air fhàgail ann an 
Alba. Gheibh sibh cothrom ionnsachadh mu bheatha thraidiseanta fhad ‘s a bhios sibh ann cuideachd. 
The Engine Shed is Scotland’s dedicated building conservation centre based in Stirling, Scotland. It is run by Historic Environment Scotland, 
the lead public body set up to investigate, care for and protect promote Scotland’s historic environment. We are passionate about our built 
heritage and have an extensive outreach and education programme to enthuse and engage people of all ages. An Seada Einnsean 
We hope you enjoy using this resource! If you have any feedback for us, please e-mail us at technicaleducation@hes.scot. Tha an Seada Einnsean an aona ionaid ann an Alba a tha a’ sònrachadh air ghlèidhteachais dualchas thogte, is e stèidhichte ann 
an Sruighlea. Tha e fo stiùir Àrainneachd Eachdraidheil Alba, am prìomh bhuidheann leis an uallach airson rùrachadh, dìon, agus 
a’ brosnachadh àrainneachd eachdraidheil na h-Alba. Tha sinn moiteil às an dualchas againn, agus tha prògram foghlam ann an 
coimhearsnachdan leis an amas spionnadh a thoirt do dhaoine de gach aois. Tha sinn an dòchas gun còrd an goireas seo 
dhuibh! Ma tha molaidhean agaibh air ar son, cuiribh brath thugainn aig technicaleducation@hes.scot. 

What is a Blackhouse? 
A blackhouse is a traditional type of home that was once common in the Western Isles of Scotland. They are long, narrow 
buildings with thick walls but without windows or chimneys. Blackhouses were a type of byre-dwelling, which means that 
a family lived at one end of the building in their living space and the animals lived at the other end in a byre, all under the 
one roof! The extra heat from the animals helped to keep the family warm in bad weather. 

What were blackhouses made from? 
The materials used to build a blackhouse were found locally. The walls were built from stone held together with earth mortar, and the tops of 
the walls were covered with clay and turf. Timber was used to build a frame for the thatched roof. As few trees grew in the Western Isles 
families used timbers which they found washed up on the beach. 

Plants like heather, straw, and seaweed were used for thatching the roof, and the thatch was secured in place by ropes made from straw or 
heather. The ropes were weighed down with stones to secure them in place and as protection from strong winds. A peat fire was kept burning 
in the area where the family slept and cooked. The smoke would rise through the building and escape through the thatch. 

Today, blackhouses are no longer used as homes and most have disappeared or fallen into ruin. You can visit the Blackhouse of Arnol on the 
Isle of Lewis to see one of the few remaining blackhouses in Scotland and learn about life in one of these traditional rural homes. 
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