
Historic Environment Scotland – Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
Principal Office: Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh EH9 1SH 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

FOULDEN TITHE BARN 

We continually revise our Statements of Significance, so they may vary in length, 
format and level of detail. While every effort is made to keep them up to date, they 
should not be considered a definitive or final assessment of our properties. 

Property in Care (PIC) ID: PIC146 
Designations:  Scheduled Monument (SM90148) 
Taken into State care:  1960 (Ownership) 
Last reviewed: 2011 



Historic Environment Scotland – Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
Principal Office: Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh EH9 1SH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
© Historic Environment Scotland 2019 
 
You may re-use this information (excluding logos and images) free of 
charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open 
Government Licence v3.0 except where otherwise stated.  
To view this licence, visit http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/version/3/  
or write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, 
London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gov.uk  
 
Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will 
need to obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned. 
 
Any enquiries regarding this document should be sent to us at: 
Historic Environment Scotland 
Longmore House 
Salisbury Place 
Edinburgh 
EH9 1SH 
+44 (0) 131 668 8600 
www.historicenvironment.scot 
 
You can download this publication from our website at 
www.historicenvironment.scot 

 

http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gov.uk
http://www.historicenvironment.scot/
http://www.historicenvironment.scot/


 1/3 

FOULDEN TITHE BARN 
  
SYNOPSIS 
 
This two-storey and garret structure at the east end of the village of Foulden is 
identified as a tithe (teind in Scots) barn solely on account of its proximity to the 
adjacent Foulden and Mordington parish church. It is thought to have been erected 
in the 17th century, possibly as an extension to a small tower house to its east. It 
was rebuilt in the 18th century, when the adjacent tower was demolished. The 
stone forestair on the west was added in the 19th century. The interior timber-work, 
though missing in parts and fragile, is largely undisturbed. 
 

CHARACTER OF THE MONUMENT 
Historical Overview 
 
• 13th century - first mention of the parish church of Foulden, which stands a 

short distance to the south. 
• c. 17th century - the structure is built, probably as an extension to a small tower 

house to its east. The building has been identified as a tithe (teind in Scots) 
barn solely on account of its proximity to the parish church; such barns stored 
the teind, a tax raised on a parochial basis requiring 10% of all production to be 
given to the Church. 

• 18th century - the building is altered, perhaps when the adjacent tower house is 
demolished. The ground floor is converted into domestic use, with a fireplace 
and chimney inserted at the east end. 

• 19th century - a new upper doorway and outside forestair are formed in the 
west gable. 

• Late 19th century - the building is serving as a granary for the Foulden Estate. 
• 1946 - the property is transferred from the Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries (Scotland) to the Ministry of Public Building & Works. 
 
Archaeological Overview
 
• No recorded archaeological investigations have been carried out in or around 

the building. 
• There is likely to be below-ground archaeological potential at the site, given its 

proximity to the medieval parish church. The remains of an older structure 
(interpreted as a small tower house) attached to the east is self-evident in the 
upstanding walls. 

• The building has potential for standing-building archaeology. The large number 
of timbers internally offers the potential to date and source them. 
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Architectural/Artistic Overview 
 
• The building is an interesting example of early modern vernacular architecture. 

Its simple shape belies a complex architectural history. 
• The barn seems to have started as an extension to an older building to its east, 

interpreted as a small tower house. Of this only a low wall survives, plus the 
ghost of a barrel vault and two wall cupboards in the barn's east gable wall. 

• The barn's south wall has three ground-floor doorways, the westernmost of 
which has an edge-roll moulding of 17th-century date. Above are two windows, 
with others below the eaves. The north wall has no openings. 

• The ground floor was converted for domestic use, probably in the 18th century. 
It had two rooms, the east one possibly the kitchen, with a timber-lintel 
fireplace built against the earlier gable wall. 

• The upper floor was rebuilt, and there is a characteristically 18th-century round-
headed window in the west gable. Below it is a 19th-century doorway reached 
via a stone forestair. 

• Access to the loft was by an internal timber stair. Some of the loft’s floor joists 
rest on stone corbels whilst others are held in sockets. 

• The slating of the roof is carried on sarking on the north pitch and battens on 
the south. The two techniques perhaps reflects Foulden’s position close to the 
English border, and the different building traditions of the two countries. 

 
Social Overview 
 
• The barn forms a notable building on the approach to the village. Its 

juxtaposition to the parish church is also of merit, though it appears to play no 
current role in village or parish life. 

 
Spiritual Overview 
 
• Whether the building was ever used as a teind barn is in doubt. It has no 

known association with the adjacent parish church. 
 
Aesthetic Overview 
 
• The building has a pleasing solidity which is enhanced by the harmonious use 

of yellow sandstone and its simple detailing. 
• The interior has the appearance of being completely untouched, which 

enhances the sensation of the barn being a special place. 
• The north side of the building suffers from being beside a main road. 
 
 
What are the major gaps in understanding of the property? 
 
• When was the building first constructed, and what was its relationship to the 

adjacent building to its east, now largely demolished? 
• What was the building used for through time? 



 3/3 

 
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Key Points 
 
• Foulden is one of only two known surviving teind barns in Scotland, the other 

being at Whitekirk (East Lothian). 
• The barn is an attractive building with some simple but eye-catching details. 

• The large numbers of timbers within the building offer the potential to date this 
rare building type. 

 
Associated Properties 
 
Whitekirk Teind Barn 
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