A key site in the Wars of
Independence and the
Reformation, its mine,
countermine, and bottle dungeon
are evidence of St Andrews
Castle bloodthirsty past.
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Timeline
1200 Castle built by
Bishop Roger
Early 1300s Castle taken
and retaken in the Wars
of Independence
Late 1300s Castle rebuilt
by Bishop Walter Trail
1400s Castle in use as
base for bishops and
archbishops
1520s Defences of castle
strengthened
1546 Burning of George
Wishart; murder of
Cardinal Beaton
1546 – 47 Castle
occupied by Protestants;
Mine and countermine
constructed
1550s Castle defences
and living quarters rebuilt
1559 Cathedral sacked by
Protestants
1560 Parliament
abolishes Mass as main
form of worship
1689 Office of bishop
abolished and castle falls
into ruin
1801 Great hall falls into
sea

Even by Scottish standards,
St Andrews Castle has had a
dramatic history. A key site
in the Wars of Independence
and the Reformation, its mine,
countermine, and bottle dungeon
are evidence of its bloodthirsty
past. Though now in ruins, it is still
a site that brings history vividly
to life.

Historical background
The history of the castle at St Andrews is
closely linked with that of its neighbour,
the cathedral. In medieval Scotland,
St Andrews became the headquarters
of the Church, and the castle was the
home of its bishops and archbishops.
In about 1200 Bishop Roger built the
first castle as his residence. Almost
nothing of this original castle survives
as the castle suffered greatly during the
Wars of Independence.
From about 1385, Bishop Trail began
to rebuild the castle, and it is these
remains which are the oldest we can
see today. It was laid out in the form
of a pentagon, with towers at each
corner, maximising its powerful natural
defences. Within the defensive walls
lay accommodation for the bishop,
his household, and guests, and also
a prison. This was one of the major

centres of political and church life in
Scotland.
Following the battle of Flodden in 1513,
Bishop James Beaton strengthened
the castle’s defences with the addition
of two colossal circular gun towers or
blockhouses. The Church was at this
time under threat from the ideologies of
the Protestant Reformers. One ‘heretic’,
George Wishart, was burnt at the
stake in front of the castle in 1546 and
following this, a group of Protestants
bluffed their way into the castle and
murdered Cardinal David Beaton.
The Protestants, including John
Knox, then occupied the castle for
a year. The regent, Arran, attempted
to burrow into the castle by building
a mine (tunnel) but in the end the
siege was broken when French forces
supporting Arran bombarded the castle
from the cathedral. The castle was
badly damaged but was remodelled
and upgraded again by Archbishop
Hamilton.
With the Reformation and then the
abolition of bishops in Scotland, the
castle lost its political importance.
Stones from the site were used to
repair the local harbour, and what
bombardment began, wind and
weather continue to the present day.
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Supporting learning
and teaching
A visit to St Andrews Castle
is particularly appropriate for
teachers working on class study
topics such as:
• The Middle Ages
• Castles
• The Reformation
Many teachers will visit the
castle in combination with
a visit to nearby St Andrews
Cathedral. The history of the
sites is closely intertwined and
a visit to the cathedral will flesh
out the important religious
context of the castle site.
The Curriculum for Excellence
aspires to motivate and
challenge pupils through a
wide range of varied learning
experiences. Site visits have a
particular role to play in joining
up learning outcomes across
the curriculum. A visit, and use
of the supporting materials, will
help to:
• develop successful learners
by challenging pupils
to consider how life has
changed for people. It will
help them to think critically
about evidence and arrive at
their own conclusions.
• develop confident
individuals. Pupils wilI
learn about aspects of their
community’s past, develop
an understanding of social
changes, establish some
of their own values and
communicate their views on
different historical and social
issues.
• develop responsible
citizens. It will help to
increase pupils’ social
and historical knowledge
and understanding and
encourage greater respect
for their own historic and
built environment.
• develop effective
contributors by broadening
pupils’ knowledge and
understanding through

investigative, creative and
critical thinking.

Before the visit

Working on site

• Help pupils gain a clearer grasp of
the time scale by making a time
line with them, counting back the
centuries and then marking on key
events. This could be added to after
the visit.

When exploring the castle, pupils
should be encouraged to look critically
at what they see and to make and test
theories based on physical evidence.
Useful starting points are:
• Why do you think the castle was built
here? What are its natural defences?

• Discuss the organisation of life in
a castle. Pupils could investigate
the roles of these key managers:
steward, constable, marshal.

• What materials were used to build
the castle?

• Discuss with pupils all the different
activities that would have gone on
in a castle. Pupils could research
different topics (e.g. food, travel,
entertainment, weapons) to prepare
them for the visit.
• The role of the church in everyday
life in medieval times is hard for
today’s children to grasp. Research
into everyday life at this time will
help show its influence.
• It is helpful if pupils know some
of the architectural terminology
of castles as this makes discussing
on-site easier. Useful words might
include: courtyard, chamber,
shield, coat of arms, archway,
dungeon, mine, countermine,
siege, moat, drawbridge. Pupils
could develop a class illustrated
dictionary to explain these terms.
• Even if you are not discussing the
Reformation in detail, it would help
if pupils were familiar with some of
these names and ideas: Catholic,
Protestant, Bishop, Reformation,
Cardinal Beaton, George Wishart,
John Knox, martyr.
• The idea of a siege should be
explored and discussed, as so much
of what makes St Andrews Castle
exciting relates to siege and siege
breaking.

• What evidence is there for everyday
life?
• How has the castle changed over the
years?
Pupils can record evidence by:
• Taking notes.
• Sketching.
• Taking photographs.
• Recording impressions into a tape
recorder.
On the Historic Scotland website:
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/
education_unit teachers can find
additional resources to help with work
on site. These include compiling an
Evidence Record and a My Impressions
Record.

Suggestions for follow-up work
Following the visit pupils can pool their
findings in groups to create a fuller
record of the castle and the lives of the
people who lived and worked there.
This could form the basis for a range of
presentation activities, e.g.
• A guide book for future visitors.
• A slide show with commentary of
their visit.
• Imaginative writing based on the
lives of the inhabitants of the castle,
for example a spy guide on how to
attack the castle.
• A series of drama sketches showing
different snapshots of events in the
castle through the ages.
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On the trail of the
Bishops

Plan of St Andrews Castle

This tour guides pupils
around key castle
locations relating to the
lives of the St Andrews
bishops. It takes in nine
key locations inside the
palace, marked on the
plans to the right:
1. Outside the Castle
2. The Gatehouse
3. The South Range and
Fore Tower
4. The East Wall
5. The Kitchen Tower
6. The Seagate and
Cellars
7. The Sea Tower and
Bottle Dungeon
8. The Courtyard
9. The Mine and
Countermine

5
6
4
9

7
8
3

2
1

We also suggest that you
visit the castle Visitor
Centre displays.
Background information
is given in this pack for
each location. It is written
in fairly simple language
so that it can be read
aloud to pupils if desired.

Plan with tour route marked

Also included are
suggested questions for
discussion. The focus is
on encouraging pupils
to interpret the building
and deduce what they
can from clues they see
around them.
We suggest that the class
is divided into groups of
about 10. Allow about an
hour for the suggested
tour.
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Tour notes: On the trail of the
Bishops
Outside St Andrews Castle
Setting the scene. This can be read to pupils.
• This castle isn’t an ordinary castle. It was the home of the most important person
in the Scottish medieval Church: the Archbishop. It was also used as a kind of
school for important Scots, like King James I and James II.
• Because it was so important, it was often under attack. It has been knocked down
and built again lots of times.
• It’s really unusual because underneath the castle is a tunnel that some people
used to try and break into the castle...and there’s also a really horrible dungeon.
Are you brave enough to look round?

St Andrews Castle: artist’s impression
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Location 1: Outside the Castle
Stand on the grass between the modern wooden bridge and the fore tower.
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• St Andrews Castle has changed a lot over 800 years. The gateway into the castle
hasn’t always been here. Can anyone see any clues to find out where it used to
be? If you look at the tower to the right, you can see the old doorway. It’s been
blocked up now, but can you see where the drawbridge used to come down?

Fore Tower - site of old
entrance

• This new entrance way was built later by Archbishop John Hamilton, nearly 500
years ago. It didn’t have a drawbridge like the first entrance, and the bridge you
can see now is modern. How do you think people would get across the moat in
those days? There would probably have been a wooden bridge that could be
pulled in. If you look above the gateway, you can see a decoration. This was the
special sign of Archbishop John Hamilton. He really wanted to show off.
• There used to be two huge gun towers called blockhouses at either end of this
wall. They were 16 metres across and had incredibly thick walls. One has fallen
into the sea now, but can you see the remains of the one on the left?
Teacher prompts
It would have been difficult to attack
St Andrews Castle. How many different ways
can you see that the castle is defended?

South gate - Archbishop
Hamilton’s entrance

How could you force your way in?

Why do you think that all the windows
are high up?
Archbishop Hamilton’s fivepetalled flower symbol

Desired pupil responses
Ditch – deep and steep – an
anklebreaker! Drawbridge would
have been pulled up. People
would shoot you from the
blockhouses. The castle has cliffs
and the sea on two sides. The
walls are very thick – hard to
knock down with cannons.
Trick your way in - disguised as
someone else. Have a siege and
stop any food getting in. Dig a
tunnel under the main walls.
Keep attacking the castle from a
distance if possible. All of these
ways were tried!
For security – to stop people
getting in.

Go over the wooden bridge. Stand inside the gateway.

Drawing showing
blockhouses
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Location 2: The Gatehouse
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• As we go in, you can see how thick the walls are! On either side of the way in there
are little rooms. What do you think these were for? (guardrooms). Guards would
check everyone who came in.
West guard room. The wall
on the right used to be the
outer wall of the castle.
The hole at the end was the
outside of one of the mighty
blockhouses

Entrance gate looking south
from courtyard

• Look to the end of the right hand guard room. Can you see the line where one wall
joins another wall? This is where they built a new part of the castle inside the old
part.
• Underneath the metal grid you can see on the left is the entrance to a tunnel.
In 1546 some people had taken over the castle and wouldn’t come out or let
anyone in. Another group of people on the outside started to dig a tunnel in to try
and make them give the castle back. So the people inside started to build another
tunnel to try and catch the first tunnellers...but unfortunately they started in the
wrong place – here – and had to give up. They also tried on the other side, but
they were wrong there, too. Eventually, third time lucky, they found the right
place. We’ll see it later.

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

There would probably have been a strong
metal gate called a yett in this gateway as well
as a wooden door. Can you see any signs of
either of them?
Look to the end of the left hand room. Can you
see a hole in the end wall? The hole is in the
wall of one of the big blockhouses.
What do you think it was used for?

Grooves by the outer entrance.
Marks where bolts and hinges
used to be by inner entrance.

A gun loop or gun hole for
shooting at people who were
trying to attack the castle.

Go through the gateway. Turn left into the courtyard and go along the wall and then
up a short flight of steps to the left to find yourself in the shell of a large room in the
south range.
Stair up to archbishop’s
apartments
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Location 3: The South Range and Fore Tower
Did you know...
One bishop called
Cardinal Beaton had
some unwelcome visitors.
In 1546 a group of men
who disagreed with
Beaton about the Church,
disguised themselves
as stone masons and
managed to get into the
castle. Then they broke
into Cardinal Beaton’s
rooms and murdered
him. They hung his body
out of the window in a
bedsheet.

South wall of Archbishop
Hamilton’s apartments

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• This is where Archbishop John Hamilton lived. He would entertain all his private
guests here. There is not much left of his rooms. You will have to rebuild this room
in your imagination! Try! What does it look like?
• The walls are just bare stone now, but in those days they would have been
covered with plaster and paint, like in houses today. Maybe they would have
been covered with wall hangings for extra warmth. The ceiling would have been
beautifully painted or carved.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

Do you think there might have been another
floor above this one?

Yes – clues are upper windows
and the stone slots for floor
beams.

Walk towards the tower and go down some steps so that you are standing on a
stone platform in the fore tower.
• This is the oldest part of the castle. Some of this tower was built in the 1300s. This
was where people lived and slept, maybe even the constable, who was the head
of security at the castle.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

Look from the floor to the top of the tower.
How many floors did this tower once have?

Ground floor and three other
floors.

Can you see the fireplace on the top floor?
What do you think this room was used for?

Probably a bedroom – not a room
to fight from.

This used to be the entrance way to the castle.
It used to be wide enough for a horse and cart
to come through. Can you see where the arms
of the drawbridge would come down?

To the left of the big window
space you can see a narrow
vertical hole in the wall for a
drawbridge arm. The other one
has been blocked up.

Go back the way you came and then walk around the edge of the grass, overlooking
the beach, to the right.

View looking up the south
wall of the fore tower. At the
left is the space where one of
the shafts of the drawbridge
would slot into when raised

Modern carving in Visitor
Centre, showing Beaton’s
murder
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Location 4: East Wall
Did you know...
When James III was
young, he was worried
about how to control
the noble men in
Scotland. Bishop Kennedy
demonstrated with a
bundle of arrows: it was
impossible to break all
the arrows at once, but if
you broke them one at a
time, it was easy. Do you
understand his advice?

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• Can you believe that where we are standing used to be a huge hall in the castle?
There used to be a chapel too. What do you think happened to them? They were
partly destroyed by attacks and also by the sea – the great hall fell into the sea in
1801.
• This wonderful great hall was a huge, grand room. It was used for meetings and
maybe court cases. The Scottish Parliament met here in 1319 with King Robert
the Bruce.

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

If you look carefully, you can see steps leading
down over the cliff. Where do you think they
used to lead?

Probably to cellars or store rooms
underneath the great hall.

Can you see what is stopping more of the castle A special sea wall was built to
from falling into the sea?
stop further destruction.
Walk along this cliff edge – there is a railing – and go up a short flight of stairs to find
yourself on the platform of the kitchen tower.

Steps leading nowhere! Once
they would have led to a
room under the hall

Stair to chapel
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Did you know...
At some banquets
the meat course was
announced by trumpeters
playing. There would also
have been music played
in the hall. Not all visitors
enjoyed this; one guest at
another banquet said the
bagpipes sounded like
“the bellowing of beasts”.

Location 5: The Kitchen Tower
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• This used to be the kitchen. A lot of it has disappeared.
• The most important part of all is missing. Can you work out what it is? The
fireplace. Cooks would cook all the food over the fire – stews in big cauldron pots;
pies baked in an oven beside the fire; meat grilled on a metal spike that a small
boy would turn. It would get really hot in the kitchen.
• Can you think why the kitchen was built right here? It was handy for serving
food at banquets in the great hall. Servants would carry the food onto big tables
hidden behind a wooden screen in the hall until it was time to serve it.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

What do you think the cubby holes in
the walls were for?

Probably cupboards for keeping
cooking equipment, or herbs and
spices.
In modern kitchens there is always a sink.
Water carried from well in
Where did medieval cooks get their water from? central courtyard.
Can you see where they would tip the dirty
water away?
Where do you think the cooks would get the
food from?
Kitchen block: the remaining
east wall. The slop chute is at
ground level to the left

Tipped away down slop chute at
floor level into the sea.
Fish from sea and, if you were
one of the nobles, you could
have fish from rivers too. Meat
from local markets or brought
by guests; hunting; pigeons from
a dovecot; fruit, from the
castle garden.

What food would you not have been able to
get in those days?
• Look down into the courtyard. Can you see a roundish stone shape? This was a
bread oven. The roof is missing. The baker would light a fire so that all the bricks
would get hot. Then he would rake out the ashes after the fire had died down and
put the dough in to bake.
The bread oven

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

The oven would heat up with a fire. Where do
you think the fire would be?
Where would you put the bread to bake?

Fire was in the middle.

How would the baker get the bread out
of the oven?

The dough would go on the stone
shelves round the side.
With a long handled shovel – like
in a pizza oven today.

Go down the stairs again and turn to the right. You will find yourself facing a gate
that overlooks the sea.
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Location 6: The Seagate and Cellars
Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.

The seagate

• This is called the seagate – you can guess why! In the old days there used to be
stone stairs that led down to the sea. All kinds of supplies and shopping would be
off-loaded from ships anchored out at sea and then brought straight to the castle.
The bishops would have had wine brought in barrels from France, wool and cloth
from Holland, and sherry from Spain, as well as all kinds of Scottish goods.

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

Why was it good to have supplies brought
in by sea?

Quicker than bringing it overland.
Even if an enemy was surrounding
the castle on the land, food
supplies could still get into the
Castle.

• Look to the right. You can see two big cellars. This was where the things that
came from the ships would be kept.
Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

Why do you think the cellars are so big?

A lot of people would have lived
here when the bishop or
archbishop was at home.
Space to store things that might
be needed if the Castle was
attacked and you couldn’t get
out.
Cold.
Things would last longer – the
cellars are like a huge fridge.
Weapons, ammunition, firewood
for the fires and the kitchen.

Storage cellar
How does it feel inside the cellar?
Why was this a good thing?
What kind of things apart from food would
they store in here?

Go along the north wall past the benches to the corner tower. Go through the gate
and turn sharply to the right down a small stair.
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Location 7: The Sea Tower and Bottle Dungeon
Did you know...

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.

The very first archbishop
was once imprisoned in
his own castle prison.
Archbishop Patrick
Graham was locked up
in 1478 because people
thought he was mad, and
he was an embarrassment
to the Church.

• This part of the castle had different kinds of rooms for different kinds of people.
Some were more comfortable than others.
• In the basement is the bottle dungeon. Have a look down − it’s more than seven
metres deep!
Teacher prompts
Why do you think it is called a bottle dungeon?
What kind of prisoner would be kept here?
How do you think the prisoner would get
into the prison?
The hooks you can see on the roof are modern,
but there might have been a similar system.
How do you think it would feel to be
down there?

Desired pupil responses
The shape is like a bottle.
Very dangerous criminals or
people with dangerous ideas.
They would probably be lowered
down.

Cold, impossible to see anything.
You would give up because there
could be no way out. You might
go crazy!

Come out of the bottle dungeon area and go into the small room at ground level.

Entrance to bottle dungeon

Teacher prompts
This was another kind of prison cell. Do you
think it is better or worse than the bottle
dungeon? Why?
What kind of prisoner would be kept here?
How do you think the prisoner would have
been given food?

Desired pupil responses
A bit better – at least it has a
window.
Slightly less dangerous or richer
prisoners.
There is a small hatch at the
doorway where the guards would
put food.

Go up the steps between the two prisons.

Cutaway drawing of prison
block
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• This room might have been for noble prisoners, or it might have been used as a
guest room if the Castle was busy.
Teacher prompts
There’s a toilet here. Can you find it?
Where did it empty?
What would it feel like to use this toilet?

Desired pupil responses
On the seawall.
Straight into the sea where it
would be washed away.
Very cold and draughty.

Walk across the grass and stop by the well.

The garderobe or toilet
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Location 8: The Courtyard
Did you know...
In the old days ordinary
people − even children
drank ale – a kind of
beer! Nobles drank wine
because the water was
often not clean enough
to drink. Water from the
well was used for cooking
and washing, and for
animals such as horses.

Background information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• Five hundred years ago this courtyard would have looked very different. There
would have been high buildings on all sides. The courtyard would have been
cobbled and busy with people coming and going on horseback. There would have
been stables for the horses where the wall is now, and on the other side of the
wall there would have been a vegetable garden.
• This is the well for the castle. Can you see the water at the bottom of it? It is 15
metres deep! In medieval times it had a roof over it and a special winding handle
to haul up the water in a wooden bucket.

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

Why do you think it was important to have a
well inside the castle grounds?

In case of siege, could still get
water.
Not so far to carry it to the
kitchen.
To stop things blowing into it.

Why do you think it had a roof over it?

Go to the corner by the old Fore tower. You will see signs to the entrance to the mine
and the countermine, deep tunnels under the castle.

The well

HISTORIC SCOTLAND education

14

st andrews castle

Location 9: The Story of the Mine and Countermine
Did you know...
The mine and the
countermine were both
fillled in after the siege
was over. They were
forgotten about and were
only rediscovered in 1879
when a new house was
being built. The original
entrance to the mine is
under the modern house
on the corner of Castle
Street.

Background Information for teachers. This can be read to pupils.
• This is the entrance to a special tunnel. After Cardinal Beaton was murdered in
1546, his murderers took control of the castle. The authorities wanted the castle
back and decided to try and build a tunnel under the walls of the castle from the
outside. This was called a mine.
• The people inside the castle decided to build another tunnel to try and meet
them and stop them. This was called the countermine. They had lots of trouble
deciding where to start and started in the wrong place twice before this one.
• The people digging the mine from the outside had French experts and probably
used ponies to help carry away all the stone and earth they dug out. Their tunnel
is quite wide and high. The people digging the countermine dug a much narrower
and smaller tunnel. You can see the marks of the pickaxes they used.
• Eventually the two tunnels met. The counterminers managed to defeat the
miners, but they were forced to leave the castle when French forces arrived by
boat and bombarded the castle from the walls around the cathedral.
• There isn’t anything like this mine and countermine anywhere else in the world.

View down countermine

Teacher prompts

Desired pupil responses

How do you think the counterminers knew
where to dig?

They could hear the noise of the
pickaxes from the miners.
They could see the start of the
mine.
Candles.

How do you think they could see where
they were going underground?
What do you think it was like when the
two tunnels met?

Terrifying! There was probably
fighting underground.

If you decide to take children down the mines, please take them in small groups and
supervise them closely at all times. There is a railing, steps, and electric light, but be
aware that it is still dark, can be slippery, and the ground is uneven. The roof is low
and there is one ladder. However, it is still a unique and very worthwhile experience.
If you go down, look out for:
• The marks of the pickaxes in the rocks.
• The dead-end tunnel where the counterminers made a mistake and had to start
again.
• Where the mine and countermine met.
Model of a miner in the
Visitor Centre
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Visitor Centre
Our suggested tour is now at an end. However, we strongly recommend a visit to
the Visitor Centre at the entrance to the castle site.
The lively and accessible displays include:
• Artefacts found in and around the castle site, including carved stonework.
• A series of displays illlustrating the history of the castle including the stories of
Beaton’s murder, the mine and countermine, and the story of the Reformation −
all with sound effects and reconstructions. Beware of a scary John Knox!

Drawing showing cross section of mine and countermine
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FAQ

Visiting St Andrews
Castle

Additional resources
For teachers

Q What is the
minimum number of
adults required for
supervision?
A 1 adult to 10 pupils.

Pre visits: We strongly recommend that
teachers make a free visit to the castle
to familiarise themselves with the site
and to make a risk assessment before
bringing school parties.

Q Disabled access?
A Wheelchair users can
gain access to the Visitor
Centre and castle area,
though some areas of the
castle are only accessible
by steps. There is an
accessible toilet in the
Visitor Centre.

Booking a visit: Phone 01334 477196
to book a visit, discuss your needs,
and confirm opening times with the
steward. If staff are available, it may be
possible to arrange a guided tour.

Q Are there lunch
facilities?
A Pupils can picnic onsite. In poor weather they
can shelter in one of the
kitchen cellars of the castle.
Q Where are the toilets?
A Toilets are available in
the Visitor Centre.
Q Do you carry out risk
assessments on behalf of
schools?
A Risk assessment of the
site is the responsibility of
the teacher in charge of the
group. Hazard information
sheets available on the
Historic Scotland website
provide information that
can help teachers prepare
their risk assessments.
Q Is there a shop?
A There is a shop that sells
postcards, guidebooks, and
souvenirs.
Q Do you offer guided
tours for school groups?
A If staff are available it
may be possible to organise
a tour.

Cost: Admission is free to a range of
educational groups including school
parties. More information about who
qualifies for free visits can be found on
the Historic Scotland Education Unit
website (see below).
Location: In St Andrews on the A91, on
a street called The Scores.
Parking: A good drop off/collection
point is the War Memorial, close to the
castle. Coaches can then park at the
coach park at West Sands.

Fawcett St Andrews Castle Historic
Scotland 2001. The official guidebook
to the site, which includes detailed
information, maps, and photographs.
Historic Scotland Education Investigating
Medieval Castles in Scotland Historic
Scotland 2005. An excellent booklet
designed for teachers with lots of
suggestions for class activities.
www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/
standrews/standrewscastle/ A good
overview of the history of the castle,
with some good photographs.
www.saint-andrews.co.uk/History/
dates.htm This site includes a useful
timeline and list of famous people
associated with St Andrews.
www.bbc.co.uk/history/
scottishhistory/index.shtml A clear
overview of the periods.
For pupils
Deary Horrible Histories: Bloody Scotland
Scholastic 1998.

Health and safety: Please note the
following:

English Heritage What were Castles For?
Usborne Starting Points in History.

• Pupils should take care going up the
steps to the archbishop’s apartments.

www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/
sysm/scots/index_choice.shtml This
excellent website looks at the life of
monks in pre-Reformation Scotland.

• Pupils should not run around
unsupervised and should not climb on
the walls.
• As part of our commitment to Green
Tourism, we ask that any rubbish be
disposed of back at school.
• If teachers decide to take pupils
down the mine and countermine,
we recommend a ratio of 1:5. They
should be closely supervised at all
times.
Historic Scotland Education Unit:
For further information about school
visits, activities and resources for
teachers visit: www.historic-scotland.
gov.uk/education_unit

www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/
as/burghlife/ This website explores
burgh life in 1566.
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